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"Have no fear	" he said; " je tombe toujours en
avant!"
His head was more difficult than any I have done. For a
long time it defied all my efforts and persisted in looking like
a caricature. The more he gave sittings the more I felt I was
not justifying the time he was so preciously giving. Added
to which he was very critical, which made me nervous. He
wished it to succeed, for he never meant to submit to having
his bust done again.
" Je veux travailler celd avec vous" he said. But the more
he " helped " the more nervous I became, and the more he
seemed amused, and finally he observed :
" Even when your teeth are clenched and you are fighting
with your work, vous etes encore femme."
I was far too absorbed, however, to be conscious of the
impression I created. Every night for a week I worked from
seven to midnight, and throughout the day I was preoccupied.
Vanderlip noticed my depressed state and tried to give me
confidence. He was somewhat of a Christian Scientist:
" It's going to go well/' he assured me, " make up your
mind it's going to go well. At nine o'clock I shall send out
strong thought waves to help you."
Only an artist understands the agony of mind caused by a
refractory piece of work! Nobody can help—one has to rely
upon one's own efforts. Trotzki would look up from his
writing-table at intervals and ask if I needed him—" Avez
vous besoin de moi?"—an<I naturally I took all the time
he would give me. He was not as desperately busy as he
might have been, for peace had just been declared with Poland
and there was reassuring news from the South. It seemed as
if the " Wrangel" campaign were nearly over.
After 1 had undone and re-done the bust without advancing
much towards any definite end, he observed humorously
that my method caused him satisfaction.
"You shall make this your permanent studio. I like to
feel that you are working here. As soon as you really have
finished the bust we will destroy it and begin again! "
I said to him, " I had expected you to be most unamiable,
and I am so surprised to find you otherwise. I wonder how

